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Rubric for Instrumental  Improvisation in Middle School Band

	Goal/Objective
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Identification and Recognition of the 12 Bar Blues Form
	Unable to identify different chords

Unable to recognize the patterns of chord changes
	Able to identify different chords with some errors

Able to recognize the patterns of chord changes with some errors
	Able to identify different chords with some hesitance

Able to recognize the patterns of chord changes with some hesitance
	Consistently able to identify different chords

Consistently able to recognize the patterns of chord changes
	Fluently able to identify different chords

Fluently able to recognize the patterns of chord changes

	Identification and Recognition of the Blues Scale
	Unable to recognize and identify the blues scale

Unable to play the blues scale
	Able to recognize and identify the blues scale with some errors

Able to play the blues scale with some errors
	Able to recognize and identify the blues scale with some hesitance

Able to play the blues scale with some hesitance
	Consistently able to identify the blues scale

Consistently able to play the blues scale
	Able to identify the blues scale with ease

Able to play the blues scale fluently

	Identification of Blues Artists
	Unable to identify characteristics of blues artists
	Seldom able to identify characteristics of blues artists
	Able to identify characteristics of blues artists on occasion
	Consistently able to identify characteristics of blues artists
	Consistently able to identify characteristics of blues artists in great detail

	Composition of Original Melodies
	Little attempt made to write a melody
	4 bar melody written
	More than one 4 bar melody written
	More than one 4 bar melody written with a variety of rhythms and melodic content
	12 bar composition written with a rich variety of rhythm and melodic content

	Improvisation on the 12 Bar Blues
	Little attempt made to play anything
	Some attempt made to play
	Able to improvise for the 12 bars
	12 bar improvisation sounds in character for the blues
	12 bar improvisation sounds in character and exhibits elements of sophistication


Scoring Guide
	0-1
	2-3
	4-5
	6-7
	8-9
	10-11
	12-13
	14-15
	16-17
	18-19
	20-21
	22-23
	24-25

	F
	D-
	D
	D+
	C-
	C
	C+
	B-
	B
	B+
	A-
	A
	A+


